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CLAG/LASG NEWSLETTER
Conference of Latin Americanist Geographers (CLAG) and AAG Latin America Specialty Group (LASG) 

Dr. Catherine Nolin & Alexandra Pedersen (CLAG) Co-Editors | Dr. Adrienne Johnson & Nikolai Alvarado (LASG) Liaisons 

CLAG Correspondence: 
Website: http://clagscholar.org/  
Email: clagnewsletter@gmail.com 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Conference-of-Latin-Americanist-Geographers-
CLAG/195858177122376  
Twitter: @CLAGGeography #CLAGScholar 

LASG Correspondence: 
Website: http://community.aag.org/lasg/
home  
New Email: LASGnewsletter@gmail.com 
New Facebook profile: 
https://www.facebook.com/AAGLASG/ 

CLAG is Heading to New Orleans! Come with Us!

New Orleans | 3-5 January  2017 
The Conference of Latin Americanist Geographers is pleased to announce that its 2017 conference 

will be in New Orleans, once the capital of the Spanish colony of Louisiana. 

You need to follow only three simple steps to  join the many others who will participate in this 
conference:  
 1. Register to attend. 
 2. Submit  an organized paper session, panel session , paper, and/or poster. Papers and posters 

can be in English, Spanish, or Portuguese. 
 3. Book your room at the Bourbon Orleans Hotel. 

EARLY REGISTRATION ENDS JULY 1st 2016. Standard Hashtag: #clag2017

INCOMING LASG 
OFFICERS 
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Dear LASG Members, 
As a specialty group, we had a successful AAG in San Francisco. The LASG graduate 
student directors organized a good session on conducting fieldwork in Latin 
America, and LASG had 20 sessions we sponsored in total. At the business meeting, 
we announced the winners of the student awards for best papers and for field study 
proposals (see details elsewhere in this newsletter), and we elected three new 
officers: 

Incoming Chair: John Finn, Christopher Newport University (and outgoing 
LASG Vice Chair) 
Incoming Vice Chair: Federica Bono, University of Leuven (Belgium) 
Incoming Secretary-Treasurer: Denielle Perry, University of Oregon 

On 1 July 2016, these new officers will join the continuing graduate student directors: Diego Pons 
(University of Denver), Joshua Rudow (University of Texas at Austin), and Anna Sveinsdóttir 
(University of Denver). Following the business meeting, many members had a splendid time at the 
LASG-CLAG annual party at the Lush Lounge. Costs for this party were less than anticipated, and so 
CLAG has graciously covered the full amount. Thanks CLAG! And thanks to all of you, from me, for the 
chance to serve as the LASG chair. It’s been a pleasure. 
Claudia Radel 
Outgoing LASG Chair 
Utah State University 

CLAGistas, 
Since the Fall Newsletter of 2015 a few things have transpired or advanced worth 
mentioning. Thanks to Andrew Sluyter, CLAG 2017 in New Orleans is on target. The 
venue is outstanding, and this looks to be an epic conference: register soon to take 
advantage of the early bird registration fee structure. Although I could not make the 
AAG meeting in San Francisco I heard the Board meeting was productive, a new two -
year budget was approved, and a good time was had by all at the CLAG/LASG party. 
The CLAG web page continues to evolve, and thanks to webmaster Matthew Fry we 
have most things exactly how we want them. As always, if you have suggestions about 
the CLAG webpage please let the chair or Matt know. JLAG editor Chris Gaffney has a 
new editorial team in place but, as always, he needs more quality submissions from 
CLAG members and, if you’re reading this, that means you. Perhaps the biggest news is 
the slate of outstanding scholars and friends of CLAG winning the 2016 and 2017 CLAG Honors awards. More 
on those below in the Newsletter and in New Orleans! Here I would like to acknowledge the fine work that the 
Honors Committee Chair, Sarah Blue, and the other committee members accomplished in getting together a 
fine list of candidates and for selecting deserved winners. Felicidades a todos y todas. 
This will be my last newsletter statement as Chair of the CLAG Board. It has been an honor working with such 
dedicated and talented people. On July 1, 2016, Kendra McSweeney and Brad Jokisch will take over as CLAG 
Chair and Vice Chair respectively. Hasta NOLA! 

Karl Offen, CLAG Chair 
Oberlin College

Letter from LASG’s Outgoing Chair, Claudia Radel:  

Letter from the CLAG’s Outgoing Chair, Karl Offen:
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LASG Graduate Student Directors (2015-2017)

Joshua Rudow, 
University of Texas at 

Austin 

Diego Pons,  
University of 

Denver

Anna Sveinsdóttir, 
University of Denver

CLAG Chairs: Karl Offen // Kendra McSweeney (as of July 1, 2016)

CLAG Vice Chair: Kendra McSweeney // Brad Jokisch (as of July 1, 2016)

Executive Director: Andrew Sluyter JLAG Editor: Christopher Gaffney

Terms ending June 30, 2017

Sarah Blue Richard Hunter

Rebecca Clouser (CLAG Secretary) Alexandra Pedersen

J. Christopher Brown Jörn Seemann

Christian Abizaid Jeffrey Smith

Terms ending June 30, 2018

Andrés Guhl Patricia Solís 

Oliver Coomes Catherine Nolin 

David Robinson

Thank you to our outgoing Board Chair Karl Offen and outgoing board members:  
Gerardo Bocco, Robert B. Kent, Heidi Scott, and Julie Velásquez Runk

Welcome to our new board members (with terms ending June 30, 2019)

Martha Bell (Pontifica U. Católica, Lima), Christian Brannstrom (Texas A&M), Brad Jokisch (Ohio U), and 
returning as board member Robert Kent (CSU-Northridge)

CLAG Board Members  
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Catherine Nolin is an Associate Professor & Chair of Geography at the University of Northern British 
Columbia in Prince George, BC, Canada. Internet: http://www.unbc.ca/catherine-nolin Email: 
catherine.nolin@unbca.ca CLAG Email: clagnewsletter@gmail.com

Alexandra Pedersen is a PhD Candidate in the Department of Geography at Queen’s University, 
Ontario, Canada.Email: a.pedersen@queensu.ca CLAG Email: clagnewsletter@gmail.com

LASG Newsletter Liaisons & LASG Social Media Co-Editors

Adrienne Johnson is a postdoctoral fellow in the Faculty of Environmental Studies at York 
University in Toronto, ON. Internet: http://www.researchgate.net/profile/Adrienne_Johnson2  Email: 
adriennj@yorku.ca 

Nikolai Alvarado is a PhD Student at the Department of Geography and the Environment at the 
University of Denver, Denver, CO. Internet: http://www.du.edu/nsm/departments/geography/
students/ Email: Nikolai.Alvarado@du.edu 

CLAG/LASG Co-Editors 

Incoming Chair: 
John Finn,  

Christopher Newport 

Incoming Vice Chair: 
Federica Bono,  

University of Leuven 
(Belgium)

Incoming Secretary-
Treasurer:  

Denielle Perry,  
University of Oregon. 

Introducing Incoming LASG Officers 

mailto:clagnewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:clagnewsletter@gmail.com
http://www.researchgate.net/profile/Adrienne_Johnson2
mailto:adriennj@yorku.ca?subject=
http://www.du.edu/nsm/d
mailto:Nikolai.Alvarado@du.edu
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CLAG 2017 in New Orleans! 
CLAG 2017 New Orleans, January 3-5 (Tuesday - Thursday) 

We are pleased to announce that our 2017 conference will be in New Orleans, once the capital of the 
Spanish colony of Luisiana.  

All sessions will take place on Wednesday and Thursday in the Bourbon Orleans, a historic hotel in the 
heart of the French Quarter. That small area of the city retains much of its historic ambience and 
abounds with restaurants, jazz clubs, museums, art galleries, street life, and other attractions. The hotel 
is on Orleans Street between Bourbon and Royal Streets, directly behind St. Louis Cathedral and a block 
from Jackson Square, the colonial Plaza de Armas with its Cabildo. The Café du Monde, streetcar line, 
and Mississippi River are just the other side of Jackson Square. The negotiated room price of $149 
single/double is exceptional for such a conveniently located, high quality hotel. 

We hope you will join us in a conference that is always large enough to be diverse but small enough for 
participants to enjoy that diversity. Reunite with old friends and make new ones at the opening reception 
on Tuesday evening. Over the following two days, share and discuss the latest research in Latin 
Americanist geography. At the closing reception on Thursday evening celebrate individual awards and 
the accomplishments of our community of scholars. On the Friday take time to enjoy one of the field trips 
in and around New Orleans. 

We believe this will be a memorable CLAG conference because New Orleans remains one of the most 
distinctive of American cities, with something for all who enjoy music, food, art, architecture, history, 
and cultural spectacle. Its boosters once promoted it as the “gateway to Latin America.” The Mexican 
politician and intellectual Justo Sierra claimed it “is one of those Gulf cities that all seem like sisters, but 
very large, very developed; Tampico, Veracruz, and Campeche would all fit within it, and it has 
something of all of them within it, of Veracruz above all.” And since Hurricane Katrina in 2005, its 
longstanding Hispanic and Latino communities have experienced rapid growth associated with the 
reconstruction. 

The scheduled dates offer much more comfortable temperatures than the torrid summers of south 
Louisiana, with an average January high of only 62° F/17° C and low of 43° F/6° C. Averages aside, 
January days are often sunny with temperatures that rise into the 70s/20s in the afternoons.  

New Orleans is highly accessible to 
participants from throughout the 
Americas. It is within a day’s drive for 
many CLAG members, from Texas to 
Florida and northward to Kansas and 
Virginia. Direct flights are available 
from all major airports in the USA, and 
COPA has direct flights four times per 
week from its hub in Panama City. 

As planning progresses, a dedicated 
webpage at clagscholar.org will provide 
links to register, submit abstracts, 
book your hotel room at the conference 
rate, and sign up for field trips. 

– Andrew Sluyter, CLAG 
Executive Director 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Bourbon+Orleans+Hotel%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://clagscholar.org%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Bourbon+Orleans+Hotel%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://clagscholar.org%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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JLAG is pleased to announce the appointment of two new members 
of the editorial team. Eric D. Carter (Macalester College) will take 
over from Joe Scarpaci as Book Review Editor beginning with issue 
15(2). Eric has recently completed a year’s sabbatical in Chile and 
Costa Rica and brings long experience as an editor to JLAG having 
previously served as a member of the editorial board of the Annals 
of the AAG. We have already begun to expand the back matter 
offerings with the first contribution to the JLAG Perspectives 
section. JLAG Perspectives will offer short essays by geographers 
on current events throughout the region. If you have an idea for a 
contribution or are eager to contribute book reviews, review essays, 
or have other ideas, please email Eric directly at 
ecarter@macalester.edu   

JLAG is also pleased to announce the appointment of Johnny Finn 
(Christopher Newport University) as Associate Editor. Johnny 
brings tremendous energy and breadth of research and editorial 

experience to the team. The five-member team has released a Statement of Purpose that has 
come out in the most recent 15(1) issue of JLAG and we renew our call to all CLAG/LASGistas to 
collaborate with us in bringing the best Latin Americanist scholarship to print.   

Christopher Gaffney, christopher.gaffney@geo.uzh.ch 
Editor, Journal of Latin American Geography 

Journal of Latin American Geography 
Editorial Team Update 

New Book Series 
Call for book proposals and manuscripts

CLAG is collaborating with Springer Publishers to publish the new 
“Springer Briefs in Latin American Studies.” The series will publish 
compact volumes (50 to 125 pages) on geographical, environmental, 
cultural, economic, political and urban research about Latin America. 
Regional experts will referee all submissions, authors retain 
copyright, books are published within three months of acceptance, 
and each will feature the CLAG logo. For more information, see the 
series flyer. To submit a proposal or manuscript, please contact the 
Andrew Sluyter, Chair of the CLAG Book Series Editorial 
Board, at asluyter@lsu.edu.

http://www.springer.com/series/14332%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.springer.com/cda/content/document/productFlyer/productFlyer_14332.pdf?SGWID=0-0-1297-177697880-0%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:asluyter@lsu.edu%22%20%5Co%20%22mailto:asluyter@lsu.eduCtrl+Click%20or%20tap%20to%20follow%20the%20link%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.springer.com/series/14332%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.springer.com/cda/content/document/productFlyer/productFlyer_14332.pdf?SGWID=0-0-1297-177697880-0%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:asluyter@lsu.edu%22%20%5Co%20%22mailto:asluyter@lsu.eduCtrl+Click%20or%20tap%20to%20follow%20the%20link%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
javascript:_e(%7B%7D,'cvml','ecarter@macalester.edu');
javascript:_e(%7B%7D,'cvml','christopher.gaffney@geo.uzh.ch');
javascript:_e(%7B%7D,'cvml','ecarter@macalester.edu');
javascript:_e(%7B%7D,'cvml','christopher.gaffney@geo.uzh.ch');
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Preston James Award 

2016 - Daniel Arreola 

2017 - Linda Newson 

Carl Sauer Award 

2016 -Timothy Beach                               

2017 - Andrew Sluyter

Enlaces Award

2016 - Jörn Seemann                         

2017 - Christian Dennys Monteiro de Oliveira 

Private Sector & Government Award

2016 - Jean Parcher                         

Outstanding Service to CLAG

2016 - Taylor Mack

2017 - Christian Brannstrom

CLAG Awards and Honours

The winners of the Preston E. James Eminent Latin Americanist Career Award, in 
recognition of a life-time achievement towards the understanding of the geography of 
Latin America, are Daniel Arreola (2016) and Linda Newson (2017).

Daniel Arreola a Professor of Geography at Arizona State University. Dan was awarded the Carl O. 
Sauer award in 2003 for his research on Veracruz and the US-Mexico borderlands. A decade and a 
half later, his career stands as a shining example of accomplishment. Among Latin Americanists, he is 
particularly well known as one of the leading scholars, in any discipline, of the US-Mexico 
borderlands. Thirty years of teaching experience including two decades in three PhD granting 
departments in universities across the Southwest. He has supervised twenty-three doctoral 
dissertations, Master’s theses, and Honor’s theses—including those of many CLAG members. He has 
published four books, two co-edited thematic issues of professional journals, thirty-nine refereed 
articles in journals, thirty-eight book chapters and other writings, and thirty-four book reviews for 
professional journals. His Tejano South Texas has been especially well received, winning the 2002 J. 
B. Jackson Book Prize from the American Association of Geographers, one of the few times that 
broader recognition by the AAG membership has gone to a Latin Americanist. His edited volume, 
Hispanic Spaces, Latino Places: Community and Cultural Diversity in Contemporary America, 
which contains chapters by several CLAG members, has become required reading for all who study the 
increasingly significant Latino dimensions of the USA. Dan is a Professor of Geography at Arizona 
State University.
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Linda Newson has been the Director of the Institute of Latin American Studies at the University 
of London since 2012. She has had long relations with CLAG and won the Carl O. Sauer award in 
1991. Professor Newson is the author, co-author, or co-editor of no less than eight books and 
numerous articles covering the early modern period in Trinidad, Honduras, Nicaragua, Ecuador, 
the slave trade to Lima via Cartagena, and most recently the Spanish Philippines. She's a world 
renowned specialist in disease, historical demography, comparative indigenous survival, food 
production and provisioning, and, as a review of her 2007 book with Susie Minchin, From Capture 
to Sale: The Portuguese Slave Trade to Spanish South America in the Early Seventeenth Century 
(Brill), put it, she has an "astonishing ability to narrate from quantitative data" that she herself 
generates from archival sources. She has received the Order of the British Empire and in 2000 was 
elected Fellow of the British Academy. 

The winners of the Carl O. Sauer Distinguished Scholarship Award, in recognition for a corpus of 
important published work or other significant contribution towards Latin American 
geography, are Timothy Beach (2016) and Andrew Sluyter (2017).

Timothy Beach is currently the C. B. Smith, Sr., Centennial Chair and Professor in the 
Department of Geography and the Environment at the University of Texas at Austin. He is the 
former Cinco Hermanos Chair and Professor of Geography and Geoscience at Georgetown 
University, Director of Georgetown’s Program in Science, Technology, and International Affairs 
(STIA), and Head of its Center for the Environment. Tim has conducted field research with 
hundreds of students on geomorphology and geoarchaeology in Mexico, Belize, Guatemala, and 
Nicaragua. He has authored more than eighty peer-reviewed publications and hundreds of 
scientific presentations and many keynote addresses around the world. His research focuses on 
soil and agricultural systems, geomorphology, water, environmental change, and geoarchaeology. 
He was elected as a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science and 
awarded Guggenheim and Dumbarton Oaks Fellowships. His record, I hope, will remind all CLAG 
members of the importance of physical and environmental geography in the history and 
accomplishments of our organization. Tim's work with archaeologists, in particular, exemplifies 
the synergy between geography, regional expertise, and interdisciplinary research. 

Andrew Sluyter is a Geography Professor at Louisiana State University. With his third 
scholarly monograph recently published (LSU Press 2015), Sluyter will be in a select group within 
the CLAG community with three or more single or co-authored books on Latin American topics. 
Sluyter’s first book, Colonialism and Landscape: Postcolonial Theory and Applications (Rowman 
& Littlefield 2002) was a groundbreaking effort that combined his field and archival research 
from coastal Mexico with methodological approaches that have had far-reaching impact beyond 
its immediate colonial foci. His second book, Black Ranching Frontiers: African Cattle Herders 
of the Atlantic World, 1500-1900 (Yale 2012) has put Sluyter in the center of, and in some 
regards, at the forefront of debates within the burgeoning field of Atlantic Studies. Sluyter’s case 
studies of black ranching frontiers are all in the greater colonial Latin American sphere – New 
Spain, the Pampas, the Caribbean, and Louisiana, and the trans-Atlantic cultural and commercial 
networks that formed and fed Afro-directed herding in these disparate corners of the Hispanic 
world. His latest book Hispanic and Latino New Orleans: Immigration and Identity Since the 
Eighteenth Century is co-authored with two his former PhD students Jim Chaney and Case 
Watkins, and Tulane Brazilianist Annie Gibson. It is a study of New Orleans’ Hispanic and Latino 
communities (Honduran, Mexican, Cuban, Isleño, Brazilian among others) through the lens of 
cultural and historical geography. As with his two previous books, Sluyter (and his co-authors) 
demonstrates empirical prowess coupled with methodological innovation.
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Theory is never absent, but it informs rather than dominates the discourse. It has been named this 
year’s AAG J.B. Jackson Prize winner. Additionally, Sluyter has published some two-dozen journal 
articles and book chapters and a dozen book reviews on Latin American topics. His service to CLAG 
and the larger community of Latin Americanists commends him for this award as well. A CLAG 
member for the past 25 years, he has served on its board, as Associate Editor of JLAG, and now 
CLAG’s Executive Director. He has mentored a number of Latin Americanist students and is a 
representative, US National Section, to the Pan-American Institute of Geography and History. 

The winners of the Enlaces Award, in recognition of contributions to improving relationships 
between geographers and geography departments throughout Latin America, are Jörn 
Seemann (2016) and Christian Dennys Monteiro de Oliveira (2017).

Jörn Seemann is an Assistant Professor of Geography at Ball State University. Jörn has done a 
phenomenal job of building linkages to Brazilian geographers. This dedication to intercultural 
legerdemain was especially notable during the organizing and coming to fruition of the CLAG 2015 
conference in Fortaleza, Brazil. 

Christian Dennys Monteiro de Oliveira is a Professor at the Universidade Federal do Ceará. 
Christian organized CLAG in Fortaleza and produced three issues of Geosaberes devoted to CLAG 
papers.

The 2016 winner of the Private Sector and Government Award in recognition of contributions to 
enhancing and disseminating knowledge of the geography of Latin America to 
professionals in government or the public in the private sector is Jean Parcher.

Jean Parcher recently retired from a distinguished career, dedicated to geography and 
geospatial technologies for Latin America. She most recently managed the Department of the 
Interior's International Technical Assistance Program (ITAP) Land Cover for Climate 
(LC4Climate) project. LC4Climate aims to enhance the capacity of developing country partners 
to improve techniques to generate and/or update existing land cover information using satellite 
imagery. In addition to Jean's duties with the LC4Climate project, Jean is the President of the 
Geography Commission of the specialized organization of the OAS's Pan American Institute of 
Geography and History (PAIGH), which is a specialized organization of the Organization of 
American States. Ms. Parcher's previous experience includes representing the U.S. Geological 
Survey (USGS) as the International Coordinator for the Land Remote Sensing program, 
managing the U.S.-Mexico Border Environmental Health Initiative, and interfacing with the 
Federal, State, and local Geospatial communities as the USGS Federal Geospatial liaison and the 
Texas State liaison. Ms. Parcher has over 20 years worth of experience in coordinating technical 
teams involved in geospatial analysis and remote sensing for the U.S. Geological Survey. She was 
a Peace Corps volunteer in Costa Rica. Parched has a Master of Arts Degree in Geography from 
the University of Texas. In 2009, Ms. Parcher devised and facilitated the beginning of a series of 
participatory workshops in Central America and Southern Mexico that empowered key actors to 
build a digital integrated map of the entire region.
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In the subsequent five years, she held four workshops/working sessions for the integration of 
geographic data of Belize, Central America, Southern Mexico and Panama, considering the 
following layers: Administrative Boundaries, composed of 3 layers: Level 1, Level 2 and Level 3; 
Hydrography, composed of 4 layers: Rivers, Water Bodies, Watersheds and Water Systems; 
Villages, consisting of two layers: Towns and Urban Footprint; Roads, consisting of 1 layer: Routes; 
Relief, consisting of 1 layer: Contours.  This Integrated Map is available through the geoportal of the 
GeoSUR program.  One of the most important uses of the regional map is to incorporate GIS tools 
to allow decision support within the governmental technical community for mitigating the effects 
from extreme natural phenomena, as well as for monitoring of local and regional ecosystems 
threatened by climate change.  The fundamental data already created through her participatory 
efforts has been helping to form the basis for useful regional models for monitoring and prediction 
that support governments to consider joint implementation and development of prevention 
programs and / or actions seeking to minimize risks and vulnerability and to implement regional 
sustainable development programs. Ms. Parcher’s initiative, tenacity, diplomacy, and vision yielded 
the first integrated map of Southern Mexico, Belize, Central America and Panama, a community of 
practice and a unique sense of confidence among specialists from official mapping agencies of these 
countries was achieved. She has an incredible rapport with practitioners and truly seeks benefit 
from geography for the people of Latin America, without seeking recognition for her 
accomplishments.  This is but one of the examples of her spirit and dedication to the region that she 
has accomplished in her long and illustrious career. 

The winners of the Outstanding Service to CLAG Award are Taylor Mack (2016) and Christian 
Brannstrom (2017).

Taylor Mack is an Associate Professor of Geography at Louisiana Tech University. Taylor became 
active in CLAG as a grad student at LSU in the mid-1990s and his dedication to helping to build a 
community of scholars was acknowledged with election to the board. He served on numerous 
committees, as Newsletter Editor, and as Chair. Although his service was outstanding in all of 
those capacities, his two terms as Chair, from 1999-2003, and editorial stewardship of the 
newsletter are especially notable. 

Christian Brannstrom is a Professor of Geography at Texas A & M. Christian has provided outstanding 
service to CLAG over the last five years. Elected by the full CLAG membership in 2012 as CLAG 
Chair, Christian jumped into the position without the usual ramp up as vice-chair. His two-year 
tenure came at a difficult period that included declining membership, the need to hire a new JLAG 
editor, and with CLAG in serious debt with the IRS. Christian turned the membership around, 
oversaw the hiring of an outstanding JLAG editor in the person of Chris Gaffney, and worked 
tirelessly to get us in the blue with the IRS (a task that was not fully completed until last year). He 
also co-organized CLAG Panama, and served as CLAG's co-liaison (along with Jörn Seemann) to 
the folks in Fortaleza. Christian's visit to Fortaleza the year before the conference to work out 
details and to share information ensured its success. 

Submitted by Committee Chair Dr. Sarah Blue
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Karl Butzer, a well known and much respected former CLAGer, passed away earlier this month. CLAG 
awarded him both the Carl O. Sauer Distinguished Scholarship Award and the Preston E. 
James Eminent Latin Americanist Career Award honors. The American Association of 
Geographers posted a brief obituary: 

Karl W. Butzer, a geographer, cultural ecologist and environmental archaeologist, who was a world-
class scholar and particularly known for his fieldwork in countries across the world, passed away on 
May 4, 2016, at the age of 81. A full obituary will follow soon.    

Karl W. Butzer 

New Publications/Papers & Reports: 
Aguilar-Støen, Mariel C., Taylor, Matthew J., Castellanos, Edwin. 2016. Land tenure and 
international migration in rural Guatemala. Journal of Agrarian Change 16(1): 123-144. DOI: 10.1111/
joac.12091

Bono, Federica and Finn, John C. 2016. Food diaries to measure food access: A case study from 
rural Cuba. The Professional Geographer Online First, DOI: 10.1080/00330124.2016.1157499 

Brannstrom, Christian 2016. The discovery of Hispanic child labor in agriculture in the Lower Rio 
Grande Valley, Texas: A life geography approach. Annals of the Association of American Geographers 
106(3): 705-721. 

Gorayeb, A., J. S. Mendes, A. J. A. Meireles, C. Brannstrom, E. V. Silva, A. L. R. Freitas. 2016. Wind-
energy development causes social impacts in coastal Ceará state, Brazil: The case of the Xavier 
community. Journal of Coastal Research 75: 383-387 doi: 10.2112/SI75-077.1

Brannstrom, C. 2016. “Natural Resources.” In Placing Latin America, 3rd ed., E. Jackiewicz and F. 
Bosco (eds.), pp. 113-131. Lanham: Rowman and Littlefield. 

Brown, David S., J. Christopher Brown, and Courtenay Brown. 2016. Land occupations and 
deforestation in the Brazilian Amazon. Land Use Policy 54: 331-338. doi:10.1016/j.landusepol.
2016.02.003

Petrini, Maria A., Jansle Rocha, J. Christopher Brown, and Rafael Bispo. 2016. Using an analytic 
hierarchy process approach to prioritize public policies addressing family farming in Brazil. Land Use 
Policy 51: 85-94. doi:10.1016/j.landusepol.2015.10.029

Brown, J. Christopher and Koeppe, Matthew. 2015. Moratória da soja na Amazônia brasileira e 
governança ambiental: regulação através do mercado ou regulação estatal? (The soy moratorium in the 
Brazilian Amazon and environmental governance: market or state-led regulation?). Revista Pós 
Ciências Sociais 11(22): 61-81. 

Brown, David S., Brown, J. Christopher and Desposato, Scott W. 2014. NGOs, turn-out, and the 
Left: A subnational analysis of Brazil. Journal of Developing Societies 30(4): 1–23. doi: 
10.1177/0169796X14545578  

Brown, J. Christopher and de Oliveira, Marcio L. 2014. The impact of agricultural colonization and 
deforestation on stingless bee (Apidae: Meliponini) composition and richness in Rondonia, Brazil. 
Apidologie 45(2): 172-188. doi:10.1007/s13592-013-0236-3  

http://www.aag.org/cs/membership/tributes_memorials/af/butzer_karl
http://www.aag.org/cs/membership/tributes_memorials/af/butzer_karl
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/joac.12091/abstract
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00330124.2016.1157499?journalCode=rtpg20
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/24694452.2015.1131142#.V1MAk2PIxFI
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781442246812/Placing-Latin-America-Contemporary-Themes-in-Geography-Third-Edition
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264837716000193
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264837715003403
http://jds.sagepub.com/content/30/4/365.abstract
https://kuscholarworks.ku.edu/handle/1808/12603
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Brown, J. Christopher, Rausch, Lisa, and Luz, Verônica. G. 2014. Toward a spatial understanding 
of staple food and non-staple food production in Brazil. The Professional Geographer 66(2): 249-259. 
doi:10.1080/00330124.2013.781492 

Putnam, Heather and Brown, J. Christopher. 2014. The importance of process in achieving food 
sovereignty: Participatory action research (PAR) in coffeelands of Nicaragua. In W. D. Schanbacher 
(Ed.), The Global Food System: Issues and Solutions (pp. 243-265). Praeger. ISBN: 144082911X 

Coomes, Oliver T. and Benjamin C. Miltner. 2016 (Early view). Indigenous charcoal and biochar 
production: Potential for soil improvement under shifting cultivation systems. Land Degradation and 
Development DOI: 10.1002/ldr.2500

Wood, Silvia L.R., Jeanine M. Rhemtulla and Oliver T. Coomes. 2016. Intensification of tropical 
fallow-based agriculture: Trading-off ecosystem services for economic gain in shifting cultivation 
landscapes?” Agriculture, Ecosystems and Environment 215: 47-56. doi:10.1016/j.agee.2015.09.005 

Ramankutty, Navin and Oliver T. Coomes. 2016. Land-use regime shifts: an analytical framework 
and agenda for future land-use research. Ecology and Society 21(2): 1. 

Castro, Demian, Christopher Gaffney, Patricia Ramos Novaes, Juciano Rodrigues, Carol Santos, 
and Alves dos Santos Junior, Orlando. 2015. “O Projeto Olímpico Da Cidade Do Rio de Janeiro: 
Reflexões Sobre Os Impactos Dos Megaeventos Esportivos Na Perspectiva Do Direito À Cidade.” In Rio 
de Janeiro - Os Impactos Da Copa Do Mundo E Das Olimpíadas, 11–40. Rio de Janeiro: Letra Capital 
Editora.

Gaffney, Christopher. 2015a. “A Construção de Equipamentos Esportivos Voltados Para a Elite Na 
Cidade Do Rio de Janeiro.” In Rio de Janeiro: Os Impactos Da Copa Do Mundo E Das Olimpíadas No 
Rio de Janeiro, 117–44. Rio de Janeiro: Letra Capital Editora.

———. 2015b. “Arenas de Conflito: Os Processos Conflituosos Durante a Preparação Para a Copa Do 
Mundo No Brasil.” In Os Impactos Da Copa Do Mundo E Das Olimpíadas No Brasil, 185–202. Rio de 
Janeiro: Letra Capital Editora.

———. 2015c. “Segurança Pública e Grandes Eventos No Rio de Janeiro.” In Rio de Janeiro - Os 
Impactos Da Copa Do Mundo E Das Olimpíadas, 145–70. Rio de Janeiro: Letra Capital Editora.

———. 2015d. “Segurança Pública e Os Megaeventos No Brasil.” In Os Impactos Da Copa Do Mundo E 
Das Olimpíadas No Brasil, 165–84. Rio de Janeiro: Letra Capital Editora.

———. 2015e. “The Urban Impacts of the 2014 World Cup in Brazil.” In Mega Events and 
Globalization: Capital, Cultures and Spectacle in a Changing World Order, edited by Richard 
Gruneau and John Horne, 167–85. Abingdon: Routledge.

———. 2015f. Gentrifications in pre-Olympic Rio de Janeiro. Urban Geography: 1–22. http://doi.org/
10.1080/02723638.2015.1096115 

LaVanchy, Thomas G. and Taylor, Matthew J. 2015. Tourism as tragedy? Common problems 
with water in post revolutionary Nicaragua. International Journal of Water Resources 31(4):756-779. 
DOI:10.1080/07900627.2014.985819

Mullaney, Emma Gaalaas. 2014. Geopolitical maize: Peasant seeds, everyday practices, and food 
security in Mexico. Geopolitics 19(2): 406-30.  DOI: 10.1080/14650045.2014.920232

Nolin, Catherine 2016. Vignette: Advocacy and Community-Based Research. In G. Halseth, 
S. Markey, L. Ryser, and D. Manson (eds). Doing Community-Based Research: Perspectives 
from the Field. pp. 189-191. McGill-Queen’s University Press, Montreal, QC and Kingston, ON.

Perry, Denielle and Berry, Kate. 2016. Central American integration through infrastructure 
development: A case study of Costa Rican hydropower. Regions and Cohesion 6 (1): 96-115. doi: 
10.3167/reco.2016.060105 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00330124.2013.781492
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0167880915300712
http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol21/iss2/art1/
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02723638.2015.1096115
http://doi.org/10.1080/02723638.2015.1096115
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/07900627.2014.985819
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14650045.2014.920232
http://www.mqup.ca/doing-community-based-research-products-9780773547285.php
http://www.berghahnjournals.com/abstract/journals/regions-and-cohesion/6/1/reco060105.xml
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Ponette-González, Alexandra G., Ewing, Holly A., Fry, Matthew, and Young, Kenneth R. 2016. 
Soil and fine root chemistry at a tropical Andean timberline. Catena 137: 350-359. doi:10.1016/
j.catena.2015.10.014

Ramírez, Iván J. and Grady, Sue 2016. El niño, climate and cholera associations in Piura, Peru, 
1991-2001: A wavelet analysis. EcoHealth 13: 83-99, DOI: 10.1007/s10393-015-1095-3

Romano, Sarah T. 2016. Democratizing discourses: Conceptions of ownership, autonomy, and ‘the 
state’ in Nicaragua’s rural water governance. Water International 41(1): 74-90, DOI: 
10.1080/02508060.2016.1107706

 Scarpaci, Joseph L. and Beth Keogh. 2016. Special issue on meaning the Consumer Goods. 
Material Culture: The Journal for the International Society of Landscape, Place and Material 
Culture 48(1).

Sovacool, Benjamin J. and Scarpaci, Joseph L. 2016. Energy justice and the contested petroleum 
politics of stranded assets: Policy insights from the Yasuní-ITT Initiative in Ecuador. Energy Policy 
95: 158-171.

Scarpaci, Joseph L., Sovacool, Benjamin J. and Ballantyne, Ronnie. 2016. A critical review of the 
costs of advertising: A transformative consumer research perspective. Journal of Consumer Policy 
1-22.

Scarpaci, Joseph L. and Burke, Christine. 2016. Tailoring but not targeting: A critical analysis of 
The Meth Project aimed at Hispanics. International Journal of Voluntary & Nonprofit Marketing. 
DOI: 10.1002/nvsm (12 pp.)

Scarpaci, Joseph L. 2016. The meaning of objects. Material Culture, 48: 1-9.

Scarpaci, Joseph L. 2016. Review of “Workers go Shopping in Argentina: The Rise of Popular 
Consumer Culture,” Qualitative Market Research: An International Journal, 19: 122–126.

Scarpaci, Joseph L., Henken, Ted and Ritter, Archibald. 2016. Two decades of realigning mundane 
entrepreneurship in Cuba. Estado, Territorio y Sociedad (Toluca, Mexico, El Colegio Mexiquense) 51: 
375-402.

Taylor, Matthew J., Aguilar-Støen, Mariel C., Castellanos, Edwin, Moran-Taylor, Michelle J., 
Gerkhin, Kody. 2016. International migration, land use change and the environment in Ixcán, 
Guatemala. Land Use Policy. 54: 290-301. doi:10.1016/j.landusepol.2016.02.024

Anchukaitis, Kevin J., Taylor, Matthew J., Leland, Caroline, Pons, Diego, Martin-Fernandez, 
Javier, Castellanos, Edwin. 2015. Tree-ring reconstructed dry season rainfall in Guatemala. Climate 
Dynamics 45(5): 1537-1546.

Wilder, Margaret, Liverman, Diana, Bellante Laurel, and Osborne, Tracey. 2016. Southwest 
climate gap: Poverty and environmental justice in the U.S. Southwest. Local Environment: The 
International Journal of Justice and Sustainability. Published online 19 Jan 2016, DOI:
10.1080/13549839.2015.1116063

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0341816215301375
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Alves dos Santos Junior, Orlando, Christopher Gaffney, Patricia Ramos 
Novaes, Carolina Pereira dos Santos, Demian Castro, and Juciano Rodrigues, 
eds. 2015. Rio de Janeiro: Os Impactos Da Copa Do Mundo E Das Olimpíadas 
No Rio de Janeiro. Rio de Janeiro: Letra Capital Editora. 

New Publications/Books/Films: 
Edited Volumes 

Alves dos Santos Junior, Orlando, Christopher Gaffney, and Luiz César de 
Queiroz Ribeiro, eds. 2015. Brasil: Os Impatos Da Copa Do Mundo 2014 E 
Das Olimpíadas 2016. Rio de Janeiro: Letra Capital Editora. 

Perry, Denielle (Producer/Director). (2015). Troubled Waters in Paradise: Costa Rica’s Rio Pacuare 
[Motion Picture]. United States: Jeremy Jensen Media.  

The documentary, Troubled Waters: Costa Rica’s Rio Pacuare, to be used in the classroom as 
supplementary material for discussion on the following topics: political 
ecology/economy of regional integration and electrification, hydropower 
development, indigenous rights, and social movements.  
Troubled Waters was filmed on the premise that the people whose lives 
are most influenced by the Río Pacuare and those already impacted by 
dams should tell their story. During this 40-minute journey through the 
splendid river canyon and its riparian communities, key interviews with 
Cabecar Indians, whitewater boaters, politicians, fishermen, activists, and 
energy company representatives illuminate the many issues surrounding 
the standoff between permanent protection and dam development on the 
Río Pacuare. Both Spanish and English versions with appropriate 
subtitles are available free with Internet access at: http://
riopacuarecostarica.org/the-film/. The film was instrumental in the late 
2015 presidential decree to prohibit large dams on the river for 20 years. 
For a DVD and/or more information please write to: 
dperry3@uoregon.edu or info@riopacuarecostarica.org 

Documentary Film

http://www.observatoriodasmetropoles.net/index.php?option=com_abook&view=book&catid=1%3Alivros&id=151%3Abrasil&Itemid=123&lang=pt
http://www.observatoriodasmetropoles.net/index.php?option=com_abook&view=book&catid=1%3Alivros&id=164%3Ario-de-janeiro&Itemid=123&lang=pt
http://riopacuarecostarica.org/the-film/
mailto:dperry3@uoregon.edu
mailto:info@riopacuarecostarica.org
http://www.observatoriodasmetropoles.net/index.php?option=com_abook&view=book&catid=1%3Alivros&id=151%3Abrasil&Itemid=123&lang=pt
http://www.observatoriodasmetropoles.net/index.php?option=com_abook&view=book&catid=1%3Alivros&id=164%3Ario-de-janeiro&Itemid=123&lang=pt
http://riopacuarecostarica.org/the-film/
mailto:dperry3@uoregon.edu
mailto:info@riopacuarecostarica.org
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Maestría

Diana Lucero Ramírez Mejía. (2015) “Modelación espacial de la productividad de biomasa leñosa de 
encino en la Cuenca de Cuitzeo, Michoacán”. (MA Geography. CIGA – UNAM). Advisor: Adrián 
Ghilardi.

Ángeles Gallegos. (2016) “Software multiplataforma para la evaluación de las funciones ambientales de 
los suelos”. (MA Geography. CIGA – UNAM). Francisco Bautista.

Sánchez Calderon Oscar David. (2016) “Dinámica espacial del descortezador en bosques de Michoacán 
basado en un modelo de variabilidad climática”. (MA Geography. CIGA – UNAM). Advisor: Manuel 
Mendoza.

Gress Carrasco Fabiola. (2016) “Evaluación de cambios de cobertura forestal y degradación ambiental 
en la mixteca de Oaxaca, 1950-2012”. (MA Geography. CIGA – UNAM). Advisor: Manuel Bollo.

Doctorado

Ortiz Rivera Alberto. (2016). “La regionalización físico-geográfica y la degradacion de los paisajes del 
estado de Guerrrero, México”.  (PhD Geography. CIGA – UNAM). Advisor: Manuel Bollo.

Flores Domínguez Angel David. (2016). “Evaluación de la sustentabilidad ambiental de los paisajes 
agropecuarios del estado de Puebla, México.”. (PhD Universidad de Antioquia). Advisor: Angel Priego.

Héctor Agredano Rivera was recently awarded the Center for Place 
Culture and Politics Dissertation Fellowship for 2016-2017 to complete 
dissertation writing. The CPCP is housed at the Graduate Center, CUNY. As a 
fellow, Héctor will be participating in a weekly seminar on the theme of 
“consciousness and revolution” and writing his dissertation. 

Christian Brannstrom hosted a Brazilian faculty member, Adryane Gorayeb of the Universidade 
Federal do Ceará, on her six-month sabbatical.  Christian will return to Fortaleza in May for a one-
month research and teaching visit aiming to advance collaborative work on social and political aspects 
of wind power in coastal northeastern Brazil.  He also plans to lead a short-term study abroad program 
to Costa Rica (with Chris Houser). Finally, Christian recently received the Bush Excellence Award for 
Faculty in International Teaching at Texas A&M University. 

CLAG Member News 

UNAM: Centro de Investigaciones en Geografía Ambiental 
Información 2015 y 2016: Alumnos graduados 

http://pcp.gc.cuny.edu
http://today.tamu.edu/2016/04/26/bush-excellence-awards-presented-to-3-texas-am-faculty/
http://today.tamu.edu/2016/04/26/bush-excellence-awards-presented-to-3-texas-am-faculty/
http://pcp.gc.cuny.edu
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Matt LaFevor will begin as Assistant Professor 
of Geography at the University of Alabama this 
Fall 2016. Also in the Fall, he will be awarded the 
American Geographical Society’s Wrigley-
Fairchild Award for his paper “Building a 
colonial resource monopoly: The expansion of 
sulphur mining in New Spain, 1600-1820 (The 
Geographical Review, 2012). 

In May, Catherine Nolin and Grahame Russell 
led an emergency delegation to Guatemala to re-
examine and update documentation on four major 
mining struggles throughout the country, all 
related to Canadian (and partially American) 
owned mining operations. Documentary 
photographer James Rodríguez (mimundo.org), 
filmmaker Steven Schnoor, and fellow researchers 
participated in this emergency delegation to 
document, yet again, the continued environmental, 
human rights and community defense struggles of 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous communities that 
have suffered repression and a wide-range of 
harms caused directly and indirectly by Canadian 
(and American owned) mining operations. All 
reports from the delegation are posted at: http://
www.unbc.ca/geography/field-schools/
guatemala-2016 and http://www.rightsaction.org/

action-content/summary-mining-impunity-delegation-alerts. Catherine, Grahame, and James also 
initiated a new research project “Memory/Truth/Justice: Project Disappeared in Pacux” with surviving 
family members from the Los Encuentros massacre of 1982, now living in Pacux. They are working on 
this project in anticipation of the trial of 10 Guatemalan military officers for forced disappearance and 
other war crimes - connected to the CREOMPAZ military base - during Guatemala's internal armed 
conflict; one of several massacres tied directly to the development of a World Bank funded hydroelectric 
dam project. 

Joseph L. Scarpaci, producer of the documentary, Soy Cubana (www.soycubanamovie), earned Best 
Short Documentary at the April 2016 CIMMFEST (Chicago International Music and Movie Festival). 
The documentary examines the myriad roles of four women from Santiago de Cuba who sing in an a 
capella choir. Also, Since January 2016, Dr. Scarpaci has served as scholar-in-residence for the following 
groups that have traveled to Cuba: Allegheny College (faculty); World Affairs Council of Los Angeles; Cal 
Poly, San Luis Obispo (international business); Friends Select (high-school); Virginia Commonwealth 
University, (College of Engineering).  Another trip open to the general public titled, Legacies and 
Landscapes, is scheduled for October 2016 (see www.cubancultureeconomy.org).  

http://www.cubancultureeconomy.org/
http://www.unbc.ca/geography/field-schools/guatemala-2016
http://www.rightsaction.org/action-content/summary-mining-impunity-delegation-alerts
http://www.cubancultureeconomy.org/
http://www.unbc.ca/geography/field-schools/guatemala-2016
http://www.rightsaction.org/action-content/summary-mining-impunity-delegation-alerts
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Alexandra G. Ponette-González, along with 
colleagues Kate Brauman, Humberto Rocha, and 
Martina Florke received funding from the 
Belmont Foundation and NSF Integrative and 
Collaborative Education and Research (ICER) for 
their project: “Belmont Forum Collaborative 
Research: ClimateWIse: Climate-Smart 
Watershed Investments in the Montane Tropics of 
South America.” Throughout South America, 
millions of people depend on water from high-
elevation water sources, which are under 
increasing pressure from land-use and 
environmental change. Their project seeks to 
enhance sustainable water management by 
improving scientific understanding of the hydrologic impacts of land-use and environmental changes in 
tropical mountains, increasing the scientific foundation for ecosystem services-based management, and 
advancing outcomes for water users throughout the region. The findings will be of direct use for water 
management within and beyond South America. 

Congratulations to our colleagues Andrew Sluyter, Case Watkins, 
James Chaney, and Annie M. Gibson who were awarded with the 
J.B. Jackson Prize at the 2016 American Association of Geographers’ 
Annual Meeting in San Francisco, CA for their recent book Hispanic and 
Latino New Orleans: Immigration and Identity Since the Eighteenth 
Century. The J.B. Jackson Prize is awarded annually to a scholarly book 
that makes a significant contribution to the study and understanding of 
human geography in the United States but is written for a broader lay 
audience.  This timely volume not only explores the evolving role of 
Hispanics and Latinos in shaping New Orleans’ unique cultural identity 
and ethnic geography but also reveals how their histories inform the 
ongoing national debate about immigration. 

Matthew Taylor shares two photos from recent 
research field work in Guatemala. 

Photo caption: Matthew Taylor with Carmen Torselli 
who is co-founder of Fundación Solar en Guatemala 

http://lsupress.org/books/detail/hispanic-and-latino-new-orleans/
http://lsupress.org/books/detail/hispanic-and-latino-new-orleans/
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Photo caption: CLAGista Diego Pons (DU), Kevin 
Anchukaitis (U of Arizona), Hermes Vega, and 
Nicolas Bosque in the town of Gracias, 
Honduras. Matthew and the team had just 
returned from the Montana Celaque (the highest 
peak in Honduras) in their search for trees with 
which to reconstruct climate. Hermes and Nicolas 
are the first dendroclimatologists from Honduras!  

LASG Member News 

Laurel Bellante was recently awarded a Society of Woman 
Geographers Evelyn L. Pruitt National Fellowship for her 
dissertation research on the impacts of neoliberal agrarian policies 
and climate change on smallholder grain producers in Chiapas, 
Mexico. She is this year’s recipient of the Robert C. West (PhD) - 
CLAG Field Study Award (see page 22).

Dr. Iván J. Ramirez and Dr. Ana Baptista were awarded the Tishman Environment and Design 
Center (TEDC) Faculty Grant ($5,000) for their project titled: Addressing environmental health risks 
through community action research and local knowledge. In this proposed project, we will develop and 
design a community-based participatory action research study in collaboration with El Puente (http://
elpuente.us/), a social and environmental justice organization located in Brooklyn, NY.  The study’s 
goal is to assess spatial variability of environmental health risks at the neighborhood and sub-
neighborhood scale.    

Johnny Finn is leading a 9-day trip to Cuba this summer with the National Council for Geographic 
Education (NCGE). Given the recently announced warming of ties between the US and Cuba, and the 
increasing ease for Americans to travel to Cuba, geography educators occupy a prime position to 
advance our geographic knowledge of Cuba and its relationship to the United States. The purpose of 
this field trip, then, is to bring professional geographers and geography educators into the field to 
engage with the geography of Cuba in a way that goes far beyond the all-too-common stereotypes and 
clichés. 

http://elpuente.us
http://elpuente.us
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Dr. Sarah Romano (University of Northern Colorado) and Dr. Thomas LaVanchy (University of 
Denver) will be conducting collaborative research this summer on a project entitled "'Beyond the Law': 
The Challenges of Drinking Water Governance in the Context of Climate Change." Their research will 
be conducted in the Northern Highlands region of Matagalpa as well as along the Southern Pacific 
Coast in the department of Rivas. 

Colleen Hammelman (2016): “Connecting for survival: Understanding the spatial implications of 
migrant women's food insecurity coping strategies in Medellin, Colombia, and Washington DC.” Ph.D. 
Dissertation. Temple University, Geography and Urban Studies. Advisor: Allison Hayes-Conroy 

Recent Graduates and New Positions 
Congratulations to the following people who successfully defended 
their theses and dissertations 

Zoe Pearson finished her PhD degree requirements in 
January 2016 in the Department of Geography at Ohio State 
and officially graduated May 8th. Zoe’s dissertation is titled 
"Coca Sí, Cocaína No? The Intimate Politics of International 
Drug Control Policy and Reform in Bolivia." She accepted a 
tenure-track assistant professorship in Global Studies at the 
University of Wyoming, beginning Fall 2016. Incoming CLAG 
Chair Dr. Kendra McSweeney was Zoe’s academic advisor. 

Photo: Zoe Pearson conducting research at the UNGASS 
drugs meeting in NYC, April 2016. 
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Lily House-Peters defended her dissertation, "Desert forests and 
riparian flows: Tracing social-ecological transformations in the 
transboundary San Pedro River" and graduated with a PhD from the 
School of Geography and Development at the University of Arizona on 
May 14, 2016. 

Nicholas Crane (PhD, The Ohio State University ’14) 
accepted a position as Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Geography at the University of Wyoming, 
starting September 2016. 

Colleen Hammelman (PhD, Temple University ’16) will be a post-
doctoral fellow at the Culinaria Research Centre at the University of 
Toronto Scarborough (2016-2017), starting August 2016. 

Congratulations to the following people who are in new positions
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Lily House-Peters (PhD University of Arizona ’16) accepted a position as Assistant Professor of 
Sustainability Studies in the Department of Geography at California State University Long Beach

Zoe Pearson (PhD The Ohio State University ’16) will start a new position as Assistant Professor in 
Global and Area Studies, with a focus in Latin American studies, at the University of Wyoming in Fall 
2016.  

Adrienne Johnson 
As a PhD student at Clark University in 
2011, I received the Bernard Nietschmann 
Award from CLAG to carry out preliminary 
dissertation fieldwork in Ecuador. Receiving 
the award gave me a boost in intellectual 
confidence and further energized my 
academic efforts as it confirmed for me that 
my PhD project idea was worth pursuing! 
Five years and 14 months of fieldwork later, 
I am happy to report that my fieldwork 
experiences and writing efforts culminated 
in the completion of my dissertation 
entitled, Participatory Governance, Plant 
Disease, and Post-Neoliberalism: 
Governing Ecuador’s Palm Oil Industry 
through the Roundtable on Sustainable 
Palm Oil (RSPO) in December 2015. With CLAG’s initial support, I submitted other successful grant 
proposals to organizations such as the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) of 
Canada and the Land Politics Deal Initiative. Three articles of my dissertation are currently in journal 
review or submission stages. Although Latin America remains at the core of my research program, my 
new project looks at the developmental processes and resource geographies of a mining project in 
Northern Canada. These themes are at the heart of my new work as a SSHRC postdoctoral scholar at 
the Faculty of Environmental Studies, York University. I am thankful to CLAG for believing in my 
dissertation idea and for helping me shape it into the innovative project I knew it could be! 

Nathan Millington, University of Kentucky. Manuscript Title: Producing water scarcity in São 
Paulo: The 2014 Water Crisis and the Binding Politics of Infrastructure. Best PhD Paper Award 
($200)

Laura Sauls, Clark University (with Andrew Davis and Susan Kandel of the Programa Regional de 
Desarrollo y Medio Ambiente [PRISMA]). Manuscript Title: Communal property rights, territorial 
governance, and mitigation: examining emerging institutional regimes and REDD+ in Central 
America. Best Co-authored Paper Award ($100)

Grad Student Awards 
LASG Student Paper Award Winners, 2016 

Then and Now (Ayer y Hoy) 
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Laura Sauls, Clark University. Project Title: Constructing territory: regional coalitions, natural 
resource governance, and the quest for grassroots development alternatives in Central America. 
Location: Managua, Nicaragua.  LASG Field Study Ph.D. Award $1000 

Ramzi Tubbeh, Pennsylvania State University. Project Title: Tensions between conservation, 
livelihoods, and indigenous rights in the Amarakaeri Communal Reserve, Peru. Location: Puerto 
Maldonado, Peru; Buffer zone of the Reserva Comunal Amarakaeri. LASG Field Study Master’s Award 
$500 

CLAG Field Study Award Winners, 2016 
On behalf of the ad hoc committee of the CLAG board we would like to 
announce the winners of the 2016 field study awards: 

Named Award Recipient Project Title & Amount Awarded

Bernard Nietschmann (PhD)
Seth Denizen, University of 
California at Berkeley (advisor: 
Michael Watts) 
 

The Vertical Geopolitics of 42 
Centimeters in Iztapalapa, Mexico 
City ($1,500)

Robert C. West (PhD) 
 

Diana Denham, Portland State 
University (advisor: Nathan 
McClintock) 
 

Traditional markets in an era of 
supermarketization: A case study of 
Mexico's tianguis ($1,500)

James J. Parsons (PhD)
Rebecca McMillan, University of 
Toronto (advisor: Scott Prudham) 
 

Coproducing the state? Water, 
participation, and justice in Venezuela 
($1,500)

Bernard Nietschmann (PhD)
Elizabeth Tellman, Arizona State 
University (advisor: Billie Lee 
Turner II)

Clandestine transactions and land use 
change: The consequences of 
clientelism in Mexico City and cocaine 
transit in Central America ($1,334)

Robert C. West (PhD)
Laurel Bellante, University of 
Arizona (advisor: Tracey 
Osborne)

Dispossession through ‘Double 
Exposure’: The Struggle for Farmer 
Autonomy in the Face of Climate 
Change and Neoliberalism ($1,333)

James J. Parsons (PhD)
Gabriel Granco, Kansas State 
University (advisor: Marcellus 
Caldas)

Modeling land change dynamics of 
sugarcane to predict Cerrado 
biodiversity vulnerability ($1,333)

Clarissa Kimber (Master’s)
Emilie Schur, University of 
Arizona (advisor: Margaret 
Wilder)

Reimagining water security: The case 
of two colonias across the U.S.-Mexico 
border ($500)

William M. Denevan (Master’s)
Blaise Murphy, University of 
Denver (advisor: J. Michael 
Daniels)

Terracing, Land Management, and 
Agricultural Soils in the Andagua 
Valley of the Southern Peruvian Andes 
($500)

This was an extremely arduous task. We received 20 proposals (4 MA and 16 PhD). We made awards to 8 
student CLAG members totalling $9,500. We wish we could have given out another $9,500. We had some 
truly innovative and creative proposals from a diversity of subfields. 

LASG Student Field Study Award Winners, 2016 
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Héctor Agredano Rivera is a PhD Candidate in Geography at the Graduate Center, City 
University of New York (CUNY) 
Internet: http://opencuny.org/agredanohector/ 
Email: hector.agredano@gmail.com

Christian Brannstrom is Professor and Director of Environmental Programs, College of 
Geosciences 
Co-Editor, Journal of Historical Geography 
202B CSA, Texas A&M University 
979 845 5923 
twitter @tamuenvp #ENVPNow

J. Christopher Brown is Professor and Director of the Environmental Studies Program in the 
Department of Geography and Atmospheric Science at The University of Kansas in Lawrence, 
KS 
Internet: https://geog.ku.edu/j-christopher-brown 
Email: jcbrown2@ku.edu 

Oliver Coomes is a Professor in the Department of Geography at McGill University in 
Montreal, QC 
Internet:  http://www.geog.mcgill.ca/faculty/coomes/ 
Email: oliver.coomes@mcgill.ca 

Matthew C. LaFevor is a Postdoctoral Fellow with the National Socio-Environmental 
Synthesis Center (SESYNC) at the University of Maryland. 
Internet: http://www.matthewlafevor.com/  
Email: mlafevor@sesync.org 

Members 
Section Highlighting Contributors to the Spring Newsletter 

Emma Gaalaas Mullaney is pursuing a dual Ph.D. in Geography and 
Women's Studies at Penn State in University Park, PA 
Internet: http://www.geog.psu.edu/people/mullaney-emma  
Email: egm133@psu.edu 
Academia.edu: https://bucknell.academia.edu/EmmaGaalaasMullaney  
Google Scholar: https://scholar.google.com/citations?
user=0ouKZBsAAAAJ&hl=en 

http://opencuny.org/agredanohector/
mailto:hector.agredano@gmail.com
https://geog.ku.edu/j-christopher-brown
mailto:jcbrown2@ku.edu?subject=
http://www.geog.mcgill.ca/faculty/coomes/
mailto:oliver.coomes@mcgill.ca?subject=
http://www.matthewlafevor.com/
mailto:mlafevor@sesync.org
http://www.geog.psu.edu/people/mullaney-emma
mailto:egm133@psu.edu?subject=
https://bucknell.academia.edu/EmmaGaalaasMullaney
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=0ouKZBsAAAAJ&hl=en
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Alexandra G. Ponette-González is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Geography 
and the Environment at the University of North Texas in Denton, TX  
Ecosystem Geography Lab: http://geography.unt.edu/~agp0040/ 
Internet: http://geography.unt.edu/faculty/alexandra-ponette-gonz%C3%A1lez  
Email: alexandra.ponette@unt.edu 
Google Scholar: https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=saYhPjYAAAAJ&hl=en 

Matthew J. Taylor is a Professor in the Department of Geography & the Environment at the 
University of Denver in Denver, CO.  
http://mysite.du.edu/~mtaylor7/site/home.html  
https://portfolio.du.edu/M.J.Taylor/page/52513  
Email: mtaylor7@du.edu

Journal of Latin American Geography 
Volume 15, Number 1, 2016  
Please download all the Articles and Book Reviews from Project Muse 

The Geography of Border Militarization: Violence, Death and 
Health in Mexico and the United States. Jeremy Slack, Daniel E. 
Martínez, Alison Elizabeth Lee, and Scott Whiteford

Spatial Patterns of Frontier Settlement: Balancing Conservation and 
Development. Cynthia Simmons, Robert Walker, Stephen Perz, 
Eugenio Arima, Stephen Aldrich, and Marcellus Caldas

“No Trespassing”: Changing and Contested Rights to Land in the 
Guyanese Amazon. Katherine MacDonald

State Forestry Incentives and Community Stewardship: A Political 
Ecology of Payments and Compensation for Ecosystem Services in 
Guatemala’s Highlands. Nicolena vonHedemann and Tracey 
Osborne

Building Cities, Constructing Citizens: Sustainable Rural Cities in 
Chiapas, Mexico. Valente Soto and Jeffrey M. Banister

Latin American Corruption in Geographic Perspective. Barney Warf 
and Sheridan Stewart

JLAG Perspectives: Zika Anxieties and a Role for Geography. Eric 
D. Carter

http://geography.unt.edu/~agp0040/
http://geography.unt.edu/faculty/alexandra-ponette-gonz%C3%A1lez
mailto:alexandra.ponette@unt.edu
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=saYhPjYAAAAJ&hl=en
http://mysite.du.edu/~mtaylor7/site/home.html
https://portfolio.du.edu/M.J.Taylor/page/52513
mailto:mtaylor7@du.edu?subject=
https://muse-jhu-edu.proxy.queensu.ca/article/613266
https://muse-jhu-edu.proxy.queensu.ca/article/613267
https://muse-jhu-edu.proxy.queensu.ca/article/613268
https://muse-jhu-edu.proxy.queensu.ca/article/613269
https://muse-jhu-edu.proxy.queensu.ca/article/613270
https://muse-jhu-edu.proxy.queensu.ca/article/613271
https://muse-jhu-edu.proxy.queensu.ca/article/613277

